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Thank you mister co-lead, my name is Martha Cepeda. I am a Colombian researcher at 

Corpogen and a member of the DSI Scientific Network. We sincerely appreciate the inclusion of 

the scientific community in the IAG and look forward to further engagement. 

 

Paragraphs 10 and 11 contain some important aspects which we hope will be preserved as the 

negotiations move forward. Specifically these include: 

 

● 10b - The need to keep open access to the international DSI databases as a key feature 

of a benefit-sharing framework. Open data costs tens of millions of dollars per year and 

these costs are shouldered by a few countries. Researchers in most countries can 

access this public infrastructure without paying to use it and their governments do not 

have to contribute financially either. This is a global benefit provided to all countries and 

all researchers. 

● 11a - The need to avoid tracking and tracing, since research and development in many 

fields relies on the use of DSI of hundreds of thousands of genetic resources whose 

origins would be extremely difficult to trace. Equally difficult would be to track uses and 

users of huge amounts of data. 

● 11b - We support a multilateral approach. A bilateral component or hybrid approach is 

unlikely to be compatible with the other principles. 

● 11c - Pooling of data does not just “benefit” research and innovation. It is actually a 

prerequisite for the ability to interpret and understand DSI. Second, the global DSI 

archive is our mechanism for scientific integrity and reproducibility. It is how we build 

trust in our community. 

● 11e - The imperative to invest in capacity building, knowledge transfer, and scientific 

cooperation to expand the opportunity for researchers worldwide and generate benefits 

to be fairly shared. 

 

As users and generators of DSI, the members of the Network are ready to provide further input 

on the practical implications and feasibility of the different options under consideration.  

 

Thank you co-lead.   

 

 

 


